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Analysis of the End of All Pretty Horses
The ending of the McCarthy’s novel All Pretty Horses does not seem to be surprising after the struggles he has gone through trying to establish his own identity. This novel concentrates on the identity search of the cowboy protagonist, John Grady. This paper analyses the ending of this novel arguing that McCarthy grants Grady his wishes to seek the freedom that he so desired from the beginning of the text.
From the time the novel starts in San Angelo, Texas with the death of Grady’s grandfather and the loss of the ranch, McCarthy has been trying to establish an identity for John Grady Cole. The ranch was his grandfather’s and even though he would have inherited it, John Grady decided to take a different path to establish his own identity, which was different from what his father or grandfather had achieved. His journey with Rawlins to Mexico and the predicament they go through is a representation of his search for freedom. The novel ends with John Grady burying the last person he could identify as a relative, Abuela (an elderly Mexican woman) who helped care for his family for three generations. He felt that this was the last link he had with his home and he decides to continue with his search for identity as he rides into the West with Blevin’s horse.
McCarthy has introduced John Grady to different forms of violence, which encourages him to seek independence in his search for identity. Only at 16-years-old, John is already experiencing all sorts of violence. For example, while in Mexico, John Grady is involved in a knife fight with one Mexican, cutler and John end up killing him. Even though Rawlins tries to calm him down by telling him that he does not “need to try and make it right-it is what is” John is clearly concerned about his ability to engage in violence (McCarthy 181). It is such experiences that create and develops John Grady as “he develops a process of slow recovery that leads to renewed strength” (Gabreen 95). These experiences modify his identity as he transitions from the adolescent stage to adulthood.
However, the ending of the story cements the previous search for identity as John seems to have gone through the youthful recognition of his identity crisis, but still unable to resolve this damaged identity. As Gabreen further explains, McCarthy keeps the sense of confusion in John that took him out of his home to Mexico till the end of the story. He maintains this one thing that connects him with the world. John is presented as an angry youth who engages in violent acts, which deviates him from the very life that he went to Mexico in search of. After his horse is killed by the Mexican captain, he sought to seeks vengeance instead of the cowboy life that he went there looking for (Gabreen 96).
The ending of the novel also presents a protagonist with a changed personality even though still struggling to establish identity. After experiencing an identity crisis in Mexico, John returns to Texas to try to recollect himself and loom for something he could identify with. Even though his identity crisis only elevates towards the end of the story, McCarthy presents a different character with a changed personality. He has changed, probably because of the experiences that have pushed him towards the edge of danger, but his personality shows a grown-up who no longer worries about the guilt of his youth (Gabreen 96). As McCarthy writes, John Grady “felt a loneliness he’d not known since he was a child and felt wholly alien to the world although he loved it still” (235). McCarthy describes a developed young man who tries to “settle the past with the present” by finding meaning in the experiences he went through (Gabreen 96). This informs his journey to the West as he begins to realize the importance of his connection with other people. Even though McCarthy tries to resolve this identity crisis by showing how John Grady has changed, she still portrays life as a place associated with suffering causing the human crisis.
In conclusion, McCarthy’s novel ends in almost an obvious manner as John Grady continues with his search for identity. However, the author also presents a transformed character who realizes his connection with people is important and sets for a different journey, this time without his friend Rawlins. His journey to the West further symbolizes his maturity and independence as he sets to reach his destiny alone.
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